Twin Cities International

Elementary School

Director’s Report:

Our first quarter of school
is now complete. It has
been a busy 2 1/2 months.

Teachers & students are
getting to know one an-
other & students have
been learning & review-
ing classroom & school
procedures, schedules &
expectations.

In October, we had Pic-
ture Day & all the stu-
dents looked dressed to
the best! The 1st grade
team went on a field trip
to The Landing—
Heritage Park in Shako-
pee. The Landing is an 88
-acre living history mu-
seum of life in Minnesota
from the 1840s—1890s.

We have completed our
Fall testing in Reading &
Math on the NWEA Map
Assessments. Map tests
are a nationally scaled set
of tests, with benchmark
predicting grade level
equivalency & perform-
ance on the State MCA

tests for grades 3 & 4,
taken in the Spring.

Fall Data: Gr. 1-4 Kinder-

garten begins testing in the Winter

Session.

Mathematics:

64% Proficient

16% Partially Proficient
20% Needs Improvement
Reading:

51% Proficient

20% Partially Proficient
29% Needs Improvement
Uniforms are still com-
ing—we have had trouble
getting the girls’ uniforms
made, but have found a
provider & should have

all the uniforms here in
another week.

As always, I am available
at any time if you wish to
express concerns or have
questions.

-Randal Eckart, Ed.D.

Grade Level News:

2nd grade!
We have been very busy
learning already this
year. All of second grade
has been learning about
Early Americans and how
they lived in Social Stud-
ies. This includes Ameri-
can Indian tribes and the
first settlers that came to
America. Our final pro-
ject was to write a letter
to England as if we were

one of the Jamestown
colonists. We will be fin-
ishing this unit in a few
weeks with our celebration
of the first Thanksgiving.

In math we have been
learning two digit addition
and subtraction, and place
value. We look forward to
seeing all of our families at
conferences!

After School

Program Begins!

The 2009-2010 after-school
program, has a new struc-
ture that brings teachers &
education assistants di-
rectly to the communities of
many of our students.

Teachers & assistants are
assigned to different sites
throughout Minneapolis
with the hope of more con-
veniently meeting the aca-
demic needs of students at
TIES.

As a teacher at the Cedar-
Riverside site, I have been
amazed at the high turnout
of students from K-4th
grade. Students meet at the
community center in the
building from 3:30 until
5:00pm on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. They receive
instruction in math, read-
ing & language arts. Each
day, students receive about
45 minutes of direct in-
struction on specific topics
like division, algebra, liter-
ary elements and parts of
speech. They spend the last
45 minutes of each session
working independently on
homework from their class-
room teachers. There is
always a teacher, EA or
parent nearby to assist
them if they get stuck.

The students get excited to
see their teachers waiting
to help them when they
come home from school,
Hopefully it will help stu-
dents make the connection
that learning doesn’t end
when they get on the school
bus
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Important Dates:

o Parent Conferences 4:30-
8:30pm Mon. & Tues. Nov. 23 &
24.

e Noon Dismissal Wed. Nov. 25.

e No School Nov. 26 & 27 for
Holiday.

e No School December 21st
through January Ist for winter
break

e No School Mon. Jan. 18—
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

e No School Fri. Jan 29—
Grading Day—End of Qtr. 2

277 12th Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Telephone: 612-821-6470
Fax: 612-821-6477

Transportation Coordinator:
Mohammad Osman
612-250-8215

Assistant Directors of Family
Relations:
Ali Muse
612-990-7812
Abdullah Mohamed

School Website:
www.twincitiesinternational
school.org

For more information

about after school pro-
grams, please contact

the Assistant Directors of
Family Relations listed
above or your
teacher.
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Star Scholar: The star scholar program is designed to recognize students

from each class who have shown the most academic progress for the month.
The student’s name is given to Kelley Booth, our Office Manager, who then

takes a photograph of each student to be displayed on the star student
board. The student’s photo is displayed for the entire month. At our 1st Star
Scholar assembly of the year which was on 11/20, each student was

recognized in front of the entire school as well as staff and parents. The
students received their photographs, as well as a certificate and pencil.

Kindergarten

September: 105-1Than Abdi, 106-Ilyas Ahmed,
107-Anisa Ismael, 108-Ayaan Shire, 130-Adnaan
Feyesso & 131-Heba Mahamud

October: 105-Katalina Langerin, 106-Fatima
Mohamed, 107-Yasin Yasin, 108-Abdullahi Mahad,
130-Saed Warsame & 131-Mohamed Farah

1st grade

September: 134-Zack Hassan, 135-Ahmed
Mohamed, 146-Amin Hussein, 147-Anisa Mohamed,
148-Mumina Mohamed & 149-Zakariya Ahmed

October: 134-Umakalthoum Omar, 135-Israa

Mohamed, 146-Saleh Bulhan, 147-Adam Farah, 148-

Sakariye Abdisalan & 149-Hafsa Mahamud

2nd Grade
September: 126-Asha Abdikarim, 127-Eman

Tahir, 142-Khalid Ahmed, 143-Aisha Mohamed, 144-

Adam Elmi & 145-Asmaa Ismael

October: 126-Issa Ali, 127-Maryama Hassan, 142-

Amaar Mohamed, 143-Nadir Abdi, 144-Abdirahman

3rd Grade
September: 120-Asma Guedi, 121-Samia
Abdulkadir, 122-Zuhur Mohamud, 123-Leensa
Ahmed & 125-Ruwayda Abdulkadir

October: 120-Naima Jama, 121-Ahmad Abdi,
122-Zack Ahmed, 123-Hassan Abdi & 125-Raaya
Jillo

4th Grade
September: 124-Mohamed Warsame, 242-
Maryan Abdullahi, 243-Rukia Qassem, 244-Warda
Hussein & 245-Hamza Hassan

October: 124-Sucaado Omar, 242-Musab Yassin,
243-Mahamed Eydarus, 244-Zakariya Warsame &
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Teachers will be using a web based pro-
gram called Student Plans that will allow
them to document academic progress and
social development for each student peri-
odically throughout the year. This pro-
gress will be shared with parents at our
Parent/Teacher Conferences in November
and again in March. Student academic
performance will be identified at one of
the following levels:

L] Student is working above grade level d&is
placed in an enrichment level reading class

o Student is working at grade level  d will con-
tinue to receive grade level instruction

° Student is below grade level 3 student will
receive instructional support w/ interventions
documented on an Rtl plan.

Student behavior and social development
will also be documented based on one of
the following categories:

L] Teacher usually observes student working
hard, participating in class, and turning assign-
ment in on time

o Teacher sometimes observes student work-
ing hard, participating in class, and turning
assignment in on time

° Teacher rarely observes student working
hard, participating in class, and turning assign-
ment in on time

o Student follows rules and expectations of
the school and classroom

. Student is working on rules and expectations
of the school and classroom

L Student needs improvement on following

rules and expectations of the classroom

During parent/teacher conferences, teachers will
meet with parents to share individual student
progress using the new Independent Learning Plan
(ILP) form. Parents will also have an opportunity
to have their input included & documented on
their I LP
port to help their child succeed in school. Each

chil dos about
student will have three ILP documents on record
at the end of the school year. These documents
will become part of a historical file that will con-
tinue to follow each student every year.

h

Collaboration Model

For the last two years, TIES has used a
collaboration program to better reach
all of our students’ English needs. In
each grade level, there are two or three
classrooms that are part of the collabo-
ration program. All of the teachers at
TIES teach English language strate-
gies as a part of their normal curricu-
lum, but collaboration classrooms have
the added advantage of having both a
homeroom teacher and an English
Language teacher working within the
c@siom@to E‘en@it ﬁ stdents, in-
cluding English Language learners

Important Reminder:

o  Please make sure your child’s im-
munizations are up-to-date and
that the school has a copy on file.

e If you move or change your phone
number please notify the office so
there are no mix-ups with bussing
and we can contact you in an
emergency.

e As we move into colder weather,
please make sure
students are
dressed warmly for
waiting for the bus
and outdoor activi-
ties. It is the policy

ﬁ of the school to
keep students in-
side if either the temperature or
the windchill is below zero.




